1. We attribute praise, worth, honor, and glory to God. 2. It is limited to things that God has told man to do to worship Him.
It requires a proper attitude by man towards God while doing what
God has directed in the Bible.
C. Worship is not merely a physically exercise, but rather, it is spiritual as well. 1. Many go through the physical aspects of worship without concentrating on the spiritual aspects. 2. You can have the right physical aspects but the wrong spiritual aspects. D. The Bible is God's mind in print . . . and the Bible guides us in the right way of Worshipping God. E. As we discuss New Testament worship, let us remember that we do not live under the Old Testament. 1. Colossians 2:14 -"Having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross." 2. Hebrews 10:9-10 -"Then He said, 'Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.' He takes away the first that He may establish the second.
10 By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." 3. Worship by Christians today comes from the New Testament and not from the Old Testament. F. God has revealed these items of worship for us.
WHY DO WE SING IN WORSHIP TO GOD?
A. The act of singing is an important part of worshipping God.
1. At least one thousand times each year we participate in the singing of a Christian hymn. 2. The word "sing" in one of its forms, appears approximately 150 times in the Bible. B. Purposes of Singing:
1. It is a means of teaching. 2. It is a means of encouragement or admonition. 3. It is a means of expressing thanksgiving to God. 4. It is a means of communion with God. 5. On funeral occasions . . . It is a means of expressing sympathy. C. Nine New Testament passages speak of singing.
1. Matthew 26:30 -"And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives." 2. Acts 16:25 -"But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them." 3. Romans 15:9 -"And that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: 'For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name.'" 4. 1 Corinthians 14:15 -"What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding." 5. Ephesians 5:19 -"Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord." a. Sing to one another in: 1. Psalms: The Psalms of David were sung by the Jews at the temple as well as by early Christians. 2. Hymn: A song or ode in honor to God. 3. Spiritual Songs: Odes or songs relating to spiritual things. 4. Melody for these "psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs" is assigned a source . . . The hear God has created. a. Melody is to be made by those singing. b. The Bible tells us where the melody is to be made. c. The Bible tells us that the instrument is the heart and the melody is to be made there. 1. Melody is to be made by that which God made. 2. Mechanical instruments are made by man. 6. Colossians 3:16 -"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord." 7. Hebrews 2:12 -". . . I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You." 8. James 5:13 -"Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms." 9. Hebrews 13:15 -"Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name." D. Every Christian should sing in worship.
1. Sing your best . . . It is for God. 2. Sing only that which is Biblically true. 3. Concentrate on and understand the words and thoughts you are singing.
WHY DO WE NOT USE INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC IN OUR WORSHIP TO GOD?
A. The question is often raised, "Why doesn't the Church of Christ not use mechanical instruments of music in their worship services?" B. Basically there are four reasons.
1. There is no command to use it.
2. There is no example of it in Christian worship when the church was first established and for centuries thereafter. 3. The word of history is unanimous that musical instruments were not used in Christian worship during the period of direct divine direction of the church. 4. Bible scholars of all ages and from different religious groups have believed it to be out of harmony with the Scriptures and have so expressed it. C. We have noted and read all nine verses in the New Testament that has to do with singing. D. QUESTION: Does such a "little thing" like a piano, organ, guitar, drums, etc. really matter to God? This is indeed a significant question that deserves a Biblical answer. If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book" 2. As we further answer our question, "Does such a 'little thing' like a piano, organ, guitar, drums, etc. really matter to God?, let us note from the Bible… a. In Numbers 3:14, the "little matter" of fire from an unauthorized source condemned two nephews of Moses, Nadab and Abihu. Fire from Heaven came down and devoured them. b. In 1 Samuel 13:13-14, the "little matter" of a few sheep and good intentions condemned King in the matter concerning God's command for him to utterly destroy all of the Amalekites. He was rejected from being King over Israel. d. In Matthew 15:9, the "little matter" of adding tradition to worship condemned the Pharisees. "And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men." e. 2 John 9 -"Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son." E. QUESTION: hasn't there always been instrumental music in the churches?
1. The answer is no! a. According the the American Encyclopedia, vol. 12, p. 688, in the first apostate church, Pope Vitalian is believed to have introduced organs into the churches of Western Europe somewhere around 670. b. It is significant that there were no instruments used in worship for over 650 years after the church was established and its introduction caused great turmoil. c. In the minds of early Christians instrumental music was associated with paganism. 2. Mechanical instruments of music are made by the hands of men. The heart is made by God. Ephesians 5:19 -""Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and MAKING MELODY IN YOUR HEART to the Lord." F. Early religious leaders condemned instrumental music in worship.
1. John Wesley . . . Methodist . . . "I have no objection to the organ in our chapels provided it is neither seen nor heard." 2. John Calvin . . . Presbyterian . . . "Musical instruments in celebrating the praises of God would be no more suitable than the burning of incense, the lightning up of lamps, and the restoration of other shadows of the law. Commentary, said: I am an old man, and an old minister; and I here declare that I never knew them (musical instruments) productive of any good in the worship of God; and have had no reason to believe that they were productive of much evil. Music as a science I esteem and admire, but instruments of music in the house of God I abominate and abhor." G. The early church used only vocal music.
1. Dr. Curt Sachs, Columbia University, and one of the most eminent musicologists of our time, said: "All ancient Christian music was vocal." 2. Richard Wagner, quoted in the Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol 10, said:
"There is no doubt but that those qualities absolutely necessary to church music, namely, modesty, dignity, and soulfulness, are most inherent in the vocal style than in any other. Reserve and humble restraint befits the house of God . . . That vocal music is in general more expressive than the mechanically produced tones of instruments is undeniable. Religious feeling finds its most natural expression in vocal utterance for the human heart is the source of both devotion and song. Testament. c. The fact that these things were used in the Old Testament does not justify their use in the New Testament.. 1. Colossians 2:14 -"Having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross." 2. Hebrews 10:9-10 -"Then He said, 'Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.' He takes away the first that He may establish the second.
10 By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." 3. Hebrews 7:12 -"For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law." 4. We are not under the Old Testament law or its system of doing things. 
